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HOMILY FOR THE MASS ON THURSDAY, JULY 19TH  
DAY 4 - “REPENT” 

 
Monsignor Éric de Moulins-Beaufort 

Auxiliary bishop of Paris 

 
In all likelihood, Brothers and Sisters, you all try to live to the best of your ability and as 

couples too, you try to make the grace of the marriage sacrament more productive, just as I for my 
part try to live out my priesthood according to what God expects. We try to live according to the 
Lord. That is the reason why we chose to enter Teams of Our Lady and that is why we persevere 
there despite the difficulties: to be helped, stimulated, and encouraged to keep faithfully that 
which gives our life its full spiritual dimension; to be stimulated and encouraged in our choices and 
refusals. Despite living like this, nonetheless, we know very well, and this day today has helped us 
to understand it even better, we cannot hope that everything about us pleases God; we cannot be 
sure that each and every one of our choices is motivated by pure charity, marked with the seal of 
our renunciation of ourselves, purified of all anger or jealousy. 

Throughout these past days, many things have inhabited our hearts. Many experiences have 
troubled our souls. We can neither be conscious of nor control everything; sometimes we find 
ourselves led where we would not have wanted to go. Sometimes too, a conversation, something 
we read, a mediation, a homily, a spiritual exchange, makes us realise that in an area of our life 
where we felt that we lived correctly or where we considered there to be no spiritual ties, in reality 
we were turning away from the Lord. We were lacking in God’s grace. We could have or ought to 
have acted otherwise. We suddenly discover that we have erred or have wasted time without 
realising it, but not completely without a certain voluntary blindness or deafness. 

We cannot be perfect, if perfection for us Christians was to resemble the perfection of 
purified gases or the clarity of distilled water. The required attitude is to welcome the Word of the 
Lord that has just been proclaimed for us tonight, “Come to me, all you who labour and are heavy 
burdened, and I will give you rest.” The worst would be, on the contrary, for us to self-justify, to 
invent reasons to keep us in a state or in a way of acting despite the light we have received. The 
path that the Lord compels us join can seem to be too difficult for us, too demanding for our poor 
strength, but the Lord, in reality, above all expects us to dare to approach Him with our burden, to 
give up our pride and entrust ourselves to His grace. 

The prophet Isaiah compels us listen to a meditation (not a very philosophical one) on the 
manner in which man walks under the eyes of God. “The way of the righteous is smooth,” and it just 
as well. If I think about it a bit, sometimes my way is smooth and sometimes it is inferior to what I 
hoped it to be and I cannot see how to do better. But the prophet immediately continues, “And 
You, Lord, make level the way of the upright.” The fact of the matter is not only that the upright’s 
way is smooth and that that delights the Lord; in addition, the fact of the matter is that the 
upright’s way is only smooth because God levels it unceasingly. The way of the upright is smooth 
because God works ceaselessly and secretly to smoothen, straighten, make plain, tidy up, the way 
travelled by the person who will be proclaimed upright. The secret is explained a bit further along, 
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“When Your laws prevail on earth, the inhabitants of the world learn what justice is…. Lord, You will 
bestow prosperity on us; for in truth all our works are Your doing.” God is not outside, above or 
ahead of our lives, watching from the finishing line to see how we progress, congratulating those 
who walk smoothly and scoffing at those who get lost. God is in us, straightening, rectifying, 
correcting, and putting back on course those who stumble. 

The prophet then starts to express with shocking effect the state of humanity; “We 
conceived and writhed in pain, giving birth to wind.” It is a strong and splendid image. What 
happens in history? Humanity gives birth to itself. O, we love, we modern people, to understand 
ourselves in this way. We give birth to a new world. But the prophet deceives us, “Giving birth to 
wind.” Our sophisticated Western societies pretend to create an ever better world, ever more 
positive, ever more peaceful, where the causes of suffering are eliminated as soon as possible. Let 
us take some examples. The marriage commitment was making this man and that woman prisoners 
of each other, tied by force to a raft in distress; our societies have developed legal systems that 
claim to enable them to separate, to be ‘just good friends’ and to start over again from nothing, 
without carrying any millstone from the previous failure. Some couples cannot have children: our 
sophisticated societies have developed safe technical procedures and a whole battery of legal 
engineering to enable them to procure children without damaging anyone nor creating in those 
who are thus conceived the least trauma or else by immediately developing mechanisms that claim 
to absorb these traumas. The relationship between men and women throughout the centuries has 
been one of domination and submission: our sophisticated societies claim to allow a man and a 
woman to have the same experiences as much as they wish, by enforcing through law and social 
control the absolute equality of each and every one. Families are crushed by the complications of 
an elderly person nearing the end of life; some people, in our sophisticated societies, boast about 
being able to organise the death of the latter with the greatest freedom and transparency, without 
the slightest ambiguity, without moral confusion… 

We Christians prefer to believe that God, God the Creator, took pity on us and that He 
approaches us. He comes to take back into Himself our acts that are always imperfect in order to 
compensate for the lacks, the clumsiness and even the hidden faults that make them incapable of 
bearing fruit. Because some of our acts are similar to a glass with a flaw in it: it looks and has the 
appearance of a solid glass, but it chips at the slightest blow. The Lord Jesus Himself takes 
everything into Himself. He can console those who are afflicted by the failure of our acts; he can 
bring to fruition in the end the things that our good intentions sketched out without managing to 
fully give shape to them. We, brothers and sisters, we are not under the illusion that we are 
creating an ideal world, made up of perfect human acts. We Christians, we dare to recognise that, 
in our conjugal or family relationships themselves, our good intentions do not prevent us from 
hurting people, from complicating the life of someone else, or from deceiving above all such and 
such expectation, but this particular observation does not discourage us because we know we can 
put everything back into Jesus’ hands, because we know that our love for each other is taken back, 
hugged, warmed, rectified in a greater and more original love, God’s love for us such as it is 
expressed for each one of us and each one of those whom we meet in Jesus’ heart, that is open for 
each and every one. 

Tonight, then, at the end of a day when we were able to look at our sins in the soft light of 
God’s forgiveness, let us celebrate the Eucharist. It is Christ opening up to us. His two arms open in 
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order to take us back into Himself. We come towards Him, in our clumsiness and our hardness, sure 
that His dew brings the dead alive. 

Amen. 


